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Synopsis

Winner of the Scott O’Dell Award for Historical FictionThey tell Jip he tumbled off the back of a
wagon when he was small, and no one ever came back for him. He never had a reason to question
this tale--but then a stranger shows up and begins asking about him around town. Who is this man,

and could he possibly know something about Jip’s past?
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Customer Reviews

Jip His Story Penguin Group, 1996, 180 pp., $5.99Katherine Paterson ISBN 0-H0386712 How
would you feel if everybody told you that when you were a baby, you fell off the back of a wagon
and nobody came back for you and the only person who knows the truth is a complete stranger who
has been following your every move? That’s what happened to Jip, the protagonist of Katherine
Paterson’s Jip His Story. When he tries to find out answers, his whole world is turned upside down.
Jip is a thirteen year-old boy who lives on a barn with Mr. and Ms. Lyman, neither of which are his
real parents. Supposedly, Jip fell off the back off of a wagon and no one came back for him or even
cared. Mr. Lyman found Jip on the side of the road and took him back to his barn. As soon as Jip
was old enough to work, Mr. Lyman put him to work in the barn; they made hi feed the animals
clean the house. Jip had to do all the dirty work. Jip hates working in the barn.One day a truck
pulled up to the barn and in the back was a guy who everyone thought was a lunatic. At first Jip was
frightened to talk to him, but when he got to know him, this lunatic became his best friend Put. Jip
eventually decides that he wants to find his real parents and get as far away from the Lyman’s and

the barn as possible. Jip doesn’t know exactly where he needs to go, but he knows he needs to get



away. Jip and Put are on a quest to leave the town, but bad things start to happen when a
mysterious stranger starts following Jip, telling him he knows his real dad. This is a really excellent
book about friendship and trust. | recommend this book to anyone who likes books in the genre of
realistic fiction. This book has a lot of adventure in it too. | really got into this book and | couldn’t put

it down.

In the book Jip: His Story by Katherine Paterson, a boy named Jip, who is living on a poor farm, sets
out to get away from a slave catcher. After starting a life-long friendship with the local maniac, Put,
Jip is suddenly found by a stranger who claims to know about his real father. Jip is not sure what to
do, but when the stranger tries to catch him along with a slave catcher, Jip takes Put and goes to
the Stevens’ house for help. The Stevens’ are people who told Jip about his past and offered to help
out of danger. This was an amazing book that | really enjoyed reading. The plot line was incredible
and | would recommend it to anyone who likes a good adventure story. One of the best parts of the
plot is when Jip was trying to find his schoolteacher who promised to help him if anything bad
happened. When he was almost there, he saw the slave catcher and some dogs that he had gotten
to know started barking so the slave catcher knew someone was there. The only flaw with this book
is that it took a while to get to the good part, so for the first few chapters, | didn’t really care for the
story. When | finished the book though, it was worth it. Throughout the story, | had feeling when |
was actually in the book actually seeing what was happening first hand even though | was only
reading a book. The one time | could feel myself not actually reading the book and like | was part of
the book, was at the very end of the story, which | don’t wish to give away at this time. The text gave
me a very detailed picture in my mind allowing me to feel like | was in the story. The plotline shown
above only gives you the story at a glance. You will have to read through the entire book to get the

good details. The book also comes complete with one heck of a good ending. This book is great.
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